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Intervention a sham

Territory Elders tell of
community destruction

Some of Australia’s most prominent
leaders and Elders from the Northern
Territory have condemned the Federal
Government for continuing with the
Intervention (Northern Territory
Emergency Response) program labelling
it a sham and a failure.

Seven prominent Northern Territory
Elders have also released a heartfelt and
powerful message to the people of Australia
in which they say they “have lost our rights
as human beings, as Australian citizens and
as the First People of the Land” under the
Intervention process.

The seven Elders who signed the message
were Rosalie Kunoth-Monks from Utopia,
the Reverend Dr Djiniyini Gondarra, from
Galiwin’ku, Harry Nelson from Yuendumu,
Miriam Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann from
Nauiyu, Djapirri Mununggirritj, from
Yirrkala, Dhanggal Gurruwiwi from
Yirrkala and George Gaymarani Pascoe
from Milingimbi.

Ms Kunoth-Monks left no doubt about
the impact the Intervention was having
on communities throughout the Northern
Territory.

“It is destroying our communities,” she
said.

“It has taken away our rights and it has
failed to deliver proper services. The pain of
the whole thing has destroyed quite a large
number of my family on Utopia.

“The destruction of the Intervention has
left us with no functioning housing and with
very little infrastructure.”

Ms Kunoth-Monks also delivered a
broadside to other Indigenous leaders for
failing to stand up for the rights of the
communities.

“Who are these leaders?” she asked.

“They are almost house salves to the
masters who are committing horrendous
punishment against our people,” she said.

“These people have left us. They are
academics in a white man’s world. They
are assimilated to such a degree they feel
uncomfortable when they have to come and
sit down in the dirt with us.

“Do they understand who we are? Do they
understand what an Aboriginal person is
today?

In their statement the Elders appealed to
all Australians to help them convince the
Federal and Northern Territory Governments
to “end the nightmare” the Intervention was
causing.

“The legislation under which we now live
does not comply with international law. It
is discriminatory. We are no longer equal to
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other Australians. We are no longer equal to
you,” the statement to the people of Australia
said.

“As people in our own land, we are shocked
by the failure of democratic processes, of
the failure to consult with us and the total
disregard for us as human beings.

“We demand a return of our rights, our
freedom to live our traditional lives, support
to develop our economic enterprises to
develop jobs and to work toward a better
future for all our people.

“So extreme have been the actions against
our people that we must appeal to all people
of Australia to walk with us in true equality.

“Speak out and help to put an end to the
nightmare that Northern Territory Aboriginal
people are experiencing on a daily basis.”

The appeal from the Territory Elders
followed a meeting in Melbourne of other
prominent Australians who then released
their own statement in which said the the
Intervention was discriminatory and must
end.

It is literally a Who’s Who of Australian
political, business and community leaders
including former Prime Minister, Malcolm
Fraser, Julian Burnside, Fred Chaney, lan
Viner, Elizabeth Evatt, Ron Merkel, Alastair
Nicholson and Professor Fiona Stanley
among many others.

The statement by this group said the
Federal and Northern Territory Governments
must stop the Intervention and consult
Territory Aboriginals on a way forward.

“Aboriginal people in the Northern
Territory must have choice and they must
not be forced to abandon their lands and
heritage in order to obtain services that are
automatically provided to other Australians,”
the statement said.

“We accordingly call upon the Federal
Government to start afresh, to comply with
our international obligations by bringing the
Northern Territory Intervention to an end.”

The former Prime Minister, Mr Fraser went
further and in a separate statement was even
more scathing of both the former Liberal and
present Labor Federal Governments about
the Intervention.

“There is an absence of equality and
respect, which is especially demonstrated
by the continuing policies of income
management,” Mr Fraser said.

“Policies like compulsory income
management are grossly demeaning and
offensive.”
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Elders’ emotional appeal for support to end Intervention

TO THE PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA

7 FEBRUARY-2011

We are the people of the land. The land is our mother. For more than 40,000 years we have been

caring for this land. We are its natural farmers.

Now, after so many years of dispossession, we find once again we are being thrust towards a new

dispossession. Qur pain and our fear are real. Our people are again being shamed.

Under the Intervention we lost our rights as human beings, as Australians citizens, as the First People

of the Land. We feel very deeply the threat to our languages, our culture and our heritage. Through
harsh changes we have had removed from us all control over our communities and our lives. OQur
lands have been compulsorily taken from us. We have been left with nothing.

The legislation under which we now live does not comply with international law. It is discriminatory.
We are no longer equal to other Australians. We are no longer equal to you.

As people in our own land, we are shocked by the failure of democratic processes, of the failure to
consult with us and of the total disregard for us as human beings. We demand the return of our
rights, our freedom to live our traditional lives, support to develop our economic enterprises to
develop jobs and to work towards a better future for all our peoples.

So extreme have been the actions against our people that we must appeal to all people of Australia
to walk with us in true equality. Speak out and help to put an end to the nightmare that Northern
Territory Aboriginal people are experiencing on a daily basis.
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Minister rejects Intervention claims

The Federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs,
Jenny Macklin has rejected claims by Territory
Elders and prominent Australians that the
Intervention was not working.

Ms Macklin said the Federal Government
had substantially redesigned the Northern
Territory Emergency Response after extensive
consultations with Indigenous Australians.

“We have consulted widely and this includes
conducting more than 100 whole-of-community
meetings covering all communities which
are affected by the Emergency Response (the
Intervention),” Ms Macklin said.

“We have conducted 11  workshops
with regional leaders and key stakeholder
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organisations and numerous face-to-face
discussions between Government business
managers and individuals and small groups in
communities.”

Ms Macklin also rejected claims the current
Intervention was discriminatory.

“The Government has fully reinstated
people’s rights and protections under the Racial
Discrimination Act 1975, she said.

The Minister said the Government had also
acted on concerns raised regarding the income
management component of the program.

Ms Macklin said the Government was
committed to improving housing conditions for
Indigenous communities.
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Save our land,
save us from
this debacle

On Wednesday February
7, Australia’s Prime
Minister  Julia  Gillard
delivered a speech to the
Federal Parliament. It was
the third annual Prime
Ministerial statement to the
House of Representatives to
reportonprogressin Closing
the Gap for Indigenous
Australians. But for the
Elders of traditional lands
in the Northern Territory,
the Prime Minister’s
speech was simply the
third annual admission by
the government they are
not listening to Aboriginal
Australians.

Two days earlier, a
group of seven Aboriginal
community representatives:
Rosalie Kunoth-Monks
from Utopia, Harry Nelson
from Yuendumu, the Rev.
Dr  Djiniyini  Gondarra
from Galiwin’ku, Miriam
Rose  Ungunmerr-Baumann
from Nauiyu, Djapirri
Mununggirritj and Dhanggal
Gurruwiwi both from Yirrkala
and  George  Gaymarani
Pascoe from Milingimbi met
with a group of more than 30
other prominent Australians
including  former  Prime
Minister, Malcolm Fraser,
former Chief Justice of the
Family Court of Australia,
Alastair ~ Nicholson  and
Patrick Dodson.

The aim of the meeting was
to re-state opposition to the
so-called Northern Territory
Emergency Response
(NTER) commonly called
‘the Intervention and to call
once again for the restoration
of the most basic human rights
to Australia’s First Peoples.

The meeting released a
statement on the state of
Aboriginal rights and the
Elders from the Northern
Territory released an open
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letter to the people of
Australia that stressed the
loss of human rights and the
threats to land, culture and
language under the NTER.
(See statement in full on this
page).The statement from the
Elders is powerful.

Rev Dr Djiniyini Gondarra

It lays bare the frustration
and anger among communities
in the Northern Territory about
the actions of the Federal
Government and the Northern
Territory Government under
the Intervention.The Elders
believe the Intervention has
done nothing but harmed
their communities and they
believe it is now being used
by Government to take from
them the one remaining thing
of value - their land.

“The traumatisation is
such that a lot of people
who are maybe 45 and
over are suffering real
emotional stress. This is not
an imagination,” Rosalie
Kunoth-Monks, signatory
to the letter and President
(Mayor) of Barkly Shire in
the Northern Territory, said.

“People have been

displaced. People are living
under the threat of being

removed from their ancestral
home into what the Northern
Territory government and
the Federal Government are
funding with no discussion
with the First Nations people.”

Kunoth-Monks said the
Elders believe the Northern
Territory Government,
working hand-in-hand with
the Federal Government
on the Intervention, are
attempting to force Aboriginal
people off their traditional
lands and into hubs.

“Townships, or honestly,
with the best charity in the
world, I can’t see past these
places being reservations
for traditional Aboriginal
people who speak a different
language,” Ms  Kunoth-
Monks said.“Consultation
does not take place with
soldiers and police and public
servants telling you exactly
under what control you are
going to be. That is not a
two-way dialogue by a long
stretch of the imagination,”
she said.

So how do the Aboriginal
Elders whose communities
are being affected by this
“consultation” process see it
affecting Aboriginal people?

“The original plan of the
Liberal government when
they were in power was to put
in site managers and the site
manager’s role was to work
closely with the community
to try to develop a strategy
that would help government
understand about different
data in the community
(about) what were some of
the concerns that people
have,” the Rev. Dr Djiniyini
Gondarra, of Galiwin’ku said.
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